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Since 1850 – A Welcoming Community for the Liberal Spirit

The First Unitarian Universalist Church
of San Francisco, California

But What am I?
An infant crying in the night:
An infant crying for the light:

And with no language but a cry.

 – Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892)

THE FOREWORD

For the quiet time during the prelude, we invite you to be in prayer.
As you leave the service of worship, join in rejoicing with your neighbor.

THE PRELUDE
	 Grave and Adagio          			      	        Georg Friedrich Händel (1685-1759)
	 from Handel’s Flute Sonatas (HWV 376) 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHALICE

THE SPOKEN AFFIRMATION

THE INVOCATION	
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Love is the spirit of this church and service is its prayer.  This is our great covenant:
to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in freedom, and to help one another. 



 THE HYMN OF PRAISE
	 Bring, O Morn, Thy Music, Hymnal, No. 39	       	 Nicaea

 THE LITANY

 THE SUNG AFFIRMATION 					     Tallis’ Canon

THE WELCOME
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-- written by Greg Stewart

One: 	 The chorus of suns and planets announce the beginning of a new day.
All:	 Each morning births new possibilities and beckons fresh challenges.

One:	 The cycle of morning music and starry silence promises second chances.
All:	 Each day provides new vistas and promotes further exploration.

One:	 The laughter of oceans and wailing of winds reflect the human condition.
All:	 Each week declares we are in the world and determines we are of the world. 

One:	 The praises and prayers of all living things affirm our connectedness.
All:	 Each month begs for our nurture and betrays our own nature.

One:	 What can ever separate us? Only the self-imposed isolation of arrogance or ignorance.
All:	 What can lead us homeward?  Only the life-giving compassion of radical inclusion.

One:	 It begins with us.  It begins right here.
All:	 It embraces morning.  It bursts forth in music.
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THE SONG FOR CENTERING
	 Spirit of Life			                     		           Carolyn McDade (b. 1935)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE MUSICAL RESPONSE

THE CREDO

THE OFFERTORY     	

	 The Offertory Sentence:
	     Today’s offering supports the work of this church in the world.

	 The Offertory Music:
	     Andantino from Fantasy for Flute (Op. 79)          	 Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

	 The Receiving of the People’ s Gifts  

THE LESSON
 	 Matthew 5:13-16	      

THE MUSIC
	 Aria for flute and piano          				    Eugène Bozza (1905-1991)

THE HOMILY		        		   Let’s Go Public

 THE HYMN OF HOPE
	 This Little Light of Mine, Hymnal, No. 118			   Lattimer

THE BENEDICTION	

THE  POSTLUDE	
	 Allegretto           				   Benjamin Louis Paul Godard (1849-1895) 
	 from Suite de Trios Morceaux (Op. 116)

 Please rise in body or spirit 

Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea;
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.

Roots hold me close; wings set me free;
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC

Mark Johnson, piano

Jef Caers, flute

David Lee, piano

HOMILIST

The Reverend Dr. Douglass Fitch

LITURGISTS

Christine Patch Lindsay, Chalice Lighting, Litany, Credo

The Reverend Fred Rabidoux, Prayer, Offertory

The Reverend Gregory L. Stewart, Invocation, Lesson, Benediction

LECTORS

Matt Fuller, Welcome

Thank You, Volunteers

USHERS

Dan Healy

Gene Kettner

Linda Messner

Ron Weber

GREETERS

Kiam Cua

David Hulbert

Seph Paul

LISTENING EQUIPMENT

Joe Akzam

FLOWERS

Claire Weber
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About Today’s Special Guests

The Chancel flowers today are given in loving memory of 
Ruth Smith, by Lucy and Thad Smith.       

The Reverend Dr. Douglass E. Fitch is known to so many of us as the former pastor and co-pastor of 
Glide Memorial United Methodist Church here in San Francisco.  Others know Pastor Fitch as the 
spiritual leader of Sunday Afternoon Fellowship, which gathers twice a month in our sanctuary.  Both 
the Fellowship and its minister are universalist in perspective.  Says Douglass: “Inclusion of all people 
embraces our diversity, which may show up in our religious traditions, ethnic backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, gender orientations, and economic backgrounds.  I believe the 21st Century Church 
will learn to honor diversity, stand against oppression, and find common ground in unconditional 
love and forgiveness.”  Let us welcome warmly Douglass, along with partner Angeli, to our Sunday 
morning worship experience.

Mark Johnson, piano, is employed as a paralegal. His connections to the SF music world include 
pianist/accompanist, chamber musician, chorus member with the SF Symphony Chorus, UC Alumni 
Chorus and the SF Lyric Opera as well as occasional composing.

Jef Caers started playing flute at age 13 and never really quit. He is still actively taking lessons with 
Abby McKee and giving recitals on occasion with his friend David Lee. He has been an Associate 
Professor of Energy Resources Engineering at Stanford University since 1998. He is originally from 
Belgium and now loves living in San Francisco with his partner Mikey Ma and his son Chris in 
Bernal Heights.

At 12, David Lee started official piano lessons with Marion Zarzeczna of Trenton and continued 
studying piano with Thomas Schultz of Stanford during college.  Having fallen in love with music 
while learning to speak English after immigrating to the US, he considers music one of life’s greatest 
loves, treasures any opportunity to play, and is happy to find a chamber partner in Jef.
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N e x t  S u n d a y ’s 

1 1  a m  Wo r s h i p  S e r v i c e

“ R a m a d a n  R e v i s i t e d ”

T h e  R e v e r e n d 
G r e g o r y  L .  S t e w a r t

Today’s Schedule
11:00 am WORSHIP
12:00 pm Coffee Hour
12:15 pm Library Open
12:30 pm Invitation to Membership
  2:00 pm SF Primetimers
  2:30 pm Sunday Afternoon Fellowship
  5:00 pm First United Lutheran
  7:00 pm Buddhist Group

Next Sunday’s Schedule   

11:00 am WORSHIP
12:00 pm Coffee Hour
12:15 pm Library Open
12:45 pm Young Adults Meet for Lunch
 2:30 pm Eckhart Tolle
 5:00 pm First United Lutheran
 5:00 pm K-Mitta
 6:30 pm NA Meditation
 7:00 pm Buddhist Group

Becoming and Belonging

Building Closure

Monday, August 24 to Friday, August 28.

Every summer we shut the doors  and spruce 
up the space for fall. This year our closure 
week is August 24 to 28 when no groups or 
commitees will meet at the church.

Lifespan Religious Education

Early Childhood:  9:45 to 12:15 in classroom A 
for children 5 and younger.

Summer Arts: 10:00 to 12:15 – this is a 
multigenerational program – age, whether young 
or old, is an asset, not a handicap.  Summer Arts 
will be out on the town performing away from 
church and will be returning at 12:15.  Children 
older than 5 are invited to join their families for 
worship in the sanctuary. 

Next Sunday is the last day for Summer Arts.  We 
will meet in the chapel at 10:00.  There will be an 
opportunity to participate in some final activities 
including a final performance of “The Good King.”

For more information on Summer Arts contact the 
RE office, 415-776-4580 ext. 162 or bskwarek@
uusf.org.  If you have not registered already, you 
can do it when you come.  Children are welcome 
but must come with a parent or by another adult 
with written parental permission. 



The Path to Membership
Are you ready to become a member of our congregation?

 Attend the monthly Invitation to Membership in the minister’s study (2nd floor, 		
       Dutton Study) on the third Sunday of every month at 12:30 pm.
 Make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world.
 Sign the historic Membership Book. 
 Questions? Call Rev. Greg Stewart at 415–776–4580 x122.  

We’re glad you’re here! 

Who Are We?
We are thinkers and feelers, atheists and believers, Eastern and Western, children and adults, 
sinners and saints, gay and straight, rich and poor, New Agers and old timers, native San 
Franciscans and recent arrivals, conservatives and liberals, early birds and procrastinators  . . . 
Our differences unite us. Surely there is a place here for you, too.
We welcome all who believe that religion is wider than any sect and deeper than any set of 
opinions.  Our spirituality is ever-evolving, never static.  Your faith will help us grow.  
The work of this church in the world is realized through the generous financial support of all 
who call this place “home,” along with the gifts of time and talent. Ours is a shared ministry; 
you have a role to play here. Church membership is open to all.        

Are you ready to join the 
membership of this church?

Take the necessary steps to become 
part of our living tradition.

Invitation to Membership, 

Today!

12:30 pm, Dutton Study


