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Race and Class 
 
Is God not the One who shows no partiality to princes and does not favor the rich 
over the poor, for they are all the work of his hands?    
– Job 34.18-19 
Wherever there is unity in diversity, then we are free to be ourselves; it cannot be 
done in isolation; we need each other. 
– Madeleine L’Engle, Circle of Quiet 
 

 
Opening and 
Chalice Lighting  As we light this chalice, we recollect 

the power enlightenment brings to the shadows of ignorance, 
the hope compassion brings to the heaviness of oppression, 
the warmth community brings to the loneliness of isolation. 
 
May this chalice inspire us to embody in our own lives 
enlightenment, compassion, and community, 
that we may encourage all who would seek 
to work together for the transformation 
of our bruised and hurting world. 
—Ned Wight (UUA, from ICUU.net) 

 
 
Quiet Reflection The way of being with another person which is termed empathic means temporarily 

living in their life, moving about in it delicately without making judgments.... To be 
with another in this way means that for the time being you lay aside the views and 
values you hold for yourself in order to enter the other's world without prejudice...a 
complex, demanding, strong, yet subtle and gentle way of being. 
- Carl Rogers 

 
Sharing/  
Check-In  Take two or three minutes to share how you are spiritually, psychologically, 

emotionally, and physically. You can speak or you can pass. We want to know how 
you are in this moment. 

 
Topic 
Readings Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this 

means we must develop a world perspective. 
- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

 The central task of the religious community is to unveil the bonds that bind each to 
all. There is a connectedness, a relationship discovered amid the particulars of our 
own lives and the lives of others. Once felt, it inspires us to act for justice. It is the 
church that assures us that we are not struggling for justice on our own, but as 
members of a larger community. The religious community is essential, for alone our 
vision is too narrow to see all that must be seen, and our strength too limited to do all 
that must be done. Together, our vision widens and our strength is renewed. 

 - Mark Morrison Reed 
 
Break/Quiet  
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Contemplation We all have two religions: the religion we talk about and the religion we live. 
It is our task to make the difference between the two as small as possible. 
- William E. Gardner, 1997 UUMA Worship Materials Collection  
(from UUA Worship Web) 

 
Sharing/Deep  
Listening  Speak about this topic in any way that is comfortable to you. If you choose to use the 

questions, focus on just one or two, as this will allow you to go deeper into the topic. 
 

 At what point in your life did you become aware of race? Of your own race? 

 At what point did you become aware of class? Of your own class? 

 Are you in the same class or socioeconomic group as an adult, that you were as a 
child growing up in your family? 

 What is your personal experience relating to people of another race or class than 
your own? 

 Has a church or other organization enabled you to get to know others of a 
different race or class?  

 
Discussion This is a time to supportively respond to something another person said or to relate 

additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared. 
 
Checkout/ 
Likes & Wishes What did you like about this meeting? What would you like to see change at future 

meetings? 
 
Closing Reading/ 
Extinguish Chalice We shall overcome 
 
 When we can truly celebrate the diversity of contributions and talents offered by all 

people, we shall overcome hatred and prejudice and oppression. 
 
 When we can truly extend our hands to one another in loving acceptance, we shall 

overcome the past that haunts us now. 
 
 Living in peace and freedom, we shall overcome the wrongs that have happened and 

the debts left unpaid. 
 
 Let us join together in that commitment to overcome. 
 
 Let us say together, "Amen." 
 - Jonalu Johnstone, 1997 UUMA Worship Materials Collection; 

 altered (from UUA Worship Web) 
 
 


